
NIHFCU FREEDOM CHECKING  
VS.  

LOCAL BANK STUDENT CHECKING OPTIONS 
 

 

 

BANK OF 
AMERICA 
Campus 

Edge 
Checking 

 

PNC WACHOVIA 
 

Free student 
checking 

CHEVY CHASE 
 

Student 
banking 
package 

Fill in to 
Compare 
another  
provider 

Minimum 
Balance 

Required After 
initial opening 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 

 
Monthly Fee 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

$4/mo.  
unless  

enrolled in 
online 

banking  

 

FREE domestic 
incoming wires 

YES NO  NO  YES NO   

FREE pass on 
an NSF fee  
1X per year  

for the life of 
the account  

 
 

YES 

 
 
 

NO  

 
 
 

NO  

 
 
 

NO  

 
 
 

NO  

 

 
FREE box of 

checks at 
opening 

 
YES 

 

 
 

NO  

NO – a 
total of 8 

starter 
checks  

 
 

NO  

 
 

NO  

 

 
FREE use of 

non-Institution-
owned ATMS 

 
YES 

3 per month   
(May-Aug) (a) 

 

 
 

NO 

YES – if a 
minimum 

balance of 
$2,000 is 

maintained 

Yes – 4 per 
month if 
linked to 
parent’s 

Wachovia 
account 

 
 

NO 

 

FREE online 
banking and bill 

pay 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 
YES 

YES (and 
required to 

avoid monthly 
fee) 

 

Administrative  
fee to transfer 

funds from 
savings to 

cover checking 
overdrafts 

 
 

$0 (b) 

 
 

$10  

 
 

$5  

 
 

$10  

 
 

$5  

 

FREE travelers 
checks 

(regular) 

 
YES 

 
NO  

 
NO  

 
YES 

 
NO  

 

FREE unlimited 
person-to-

person phone 
inquiries 

/transactions 

 
 

YES 

 
 

YES 

 
 

YES 

 
NO – 2 per 

Period then 
$2 

thereafter   

 
 

YES 

 

FREE unlimited 
teller 

transactions 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 
YES 

 

ATM’s on GW 
campus 

YES - 6 YES - 2 YES - 2 NO  NO   

BRANCH on GW 
campus 

YES NO  NO  NO  NO   

 
Information is as of 6/1/07 and based upon review of each institution’s website and calls to their customer service lines. 
(a) NIHFCU will not charge a fee.  However, a surcharge may still apply from ATM owner. (b) Limited to 6x per month.  


